
 
A post-resurrection appearance to James led to his  
(23)__________________________. 
I Corinthians 15:3-7—“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 
After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to 
the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apos-
tles.” 
 
IN FACT – All of Jesus’ brothers become (24)_____________________ after 
the Resurrection! 
Acts 1:12-14—“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. 13 And when they had entered, they went up into the upper 
room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholo-
mew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. 
14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication,[b] with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.” 
 
WATCH THIS: The book of James gives us an (25)_______________________ 
look into the mind of a persecuting skeptic: 
 

 The book of James was the (26)___________________ book written in 
the New Testament. 

 
 The book of James has multiple allusions to the  
 (27)___________________________________________. 

 
Additional Notes: _________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Answers:  1-Shame  2-effectiveness  3-Wisdom  4-Works  5-shame  6-carpenter  7-Mary  8-different   
9-ineffective  10-Insane  11-12 disciples  12-commitment  13-Fame  14-after  15-ploy  16-other  17-fighting  
18-Forward  19-seekers  20-interest  21-Herod  22-James  23-conversion  24-converts  25-unbelievable   
26-first  27-Sermon on the Mount 

Bible TEXT:  Mark 6:1-6; 14-29 
 
Mark 6:1-6—“Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples fol-
lowed Him. 2 And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many 
hearing Him were astonished, saying, “Where did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is 
this which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands! 3 Is this not the 
carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His 
sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him. 
4 But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among his 
own relatives, and in his own house.” 5 Now He could do no mighty work there, except that He 
laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And He marveled because of their unbe-
lief. Then He went about the villages in a circuit, teaching.” 
 

“The Facts about Enduring Persecution for your Faith” 
 
Fact #1: How the Ministry of Jesus was Persecuted by his Family. 
 
Persecution 1: (1)______________________ 
 
Mark 6:1-3—“Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples fol-
lowed Him. 2 And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many 
hearing Him were astonished, saying, “Where did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is 
this which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands! Is this not the 
carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His 
sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him.” 
 
NOTICE:  It was the power and (2)____________________________ of Jesus’ 
ministry that amazed the people – not simply the fact that he was ministering. 
 
Where did he get… 
 

 (3)_________________________. 
 (4)_________________________. 
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There are two “subtle” remarks about Jesus that were said to  
(5)__________________________ him: 
 

 “Is this not the (6)__________________________…” 
 “Is this not the Son of (7)___________________…” 

John 8: 19a; 41a—“Then they said to Him, “Where is Your Father?”  Then 
they said to Him, “We were not born of fornication…” 
 
His brothers and sisters were clearly with Jesus, and evidently they were of 
a (8)_______________________ spiritual caliber than him. 
Mark 6:3—“Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, 
and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him.” 
 
Jesus ministry was hindered, but not completely  
(9)_____________________. 
Mark 6:4-6—“But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own 
country, among his own relatives, and in his own house.” 5 Now He could do no mighty work 
there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And He mar-
veled because of their unbelief.” 
 
Persecution 2: (10)______________________ 
 
Mark 3:20-21—“Then the multitude came together again, so that they could not so much as 
eat bread. 21 But when His own people heard about this, they went out to lay hold of Him, for 
they said, “He is out of His mind.” 
 
This event happened soon after Jesus chose his (11)____________________. 
 
When his family saw his (12)_________________________ to his ministry 
they thought he had lost his mind! 
 
Persecution 3: (13)________________________ 
 
John 7:1-5—“1After this, Jesus went around in Galilee, purposely staying away from Judea 
because the Jews there were waiting to take his life. 2But when the Jewish Feast of Taberna-
cles was near, 3Jesus' brothers said to him, "You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that 
your disciples may see the miracles you do. 4No one who wants to become a public figure 
acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world." 5For even his 
own brothers did not believe in him.” 
 
This statement by Jesus’ brothers came soon (14)___________________ of 
the feeding of the 5,000. 
 
Clearly, Jesus’ brothers considered his ministry a (15)_________________ to 
become famous. 
 
Fact #2: How to Endure Persecution for Christ: 

 
1. Stay close to (16)_____________________ Christians.  
Luke 8:19-21—“Then His mother and brothers came to Him, and could not approach 
Him because of the crowd. 20 And it was told Him by some, who said, “Your mother and 
Your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see You.”  
21 But He answered and said to them, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear 
the word of God and do it.” 
2. Do not waste time (17)_________________________ with skeptics. 
3. Keep Moving (18)___________________________ Spiritually. 
4. Be Consistent – Your greatest skeptics are  
 (19)_______________________. 

 
Fact #3: Gracefully Facing Persecution with Consistent Faith  
Converts Our Skeptics. 
 
The life of the persecutors shows to us their keen (20)___________________ 
in the ministry of those they persecuted. 
 
Persecutor #1: (21)______________________ 
 
Mark 6:14-18—“ Now King Herod heard of Him, for His name had become well known. And 
he said, “John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in 
him.”  
15 Others said, “It is Elijah.”  
And others said, “It is the Prophet, or[a] like one of the prophets.”  
16 But when Herod heard, he said, “This is John, whom I beheaded; he has been raised from 
the dead!” 17 For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of John, and bound him in prison for 
the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife; for he had married her. 18 Because John had 
said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”  
19 Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but she could not; 20 for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and he protected him. And 
when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.  
21 Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday gave a feast for his nobles, the 
high officers, and the chief men of Galilee. 22 And when Herodias’ daughter herself came in 
and danced, and pleased Herod and those who sat with him, the king said to the girl, “Ask 
me whatever you want, and I will give it to you.” 23 He also swore to her, “Whatever you ask 
me, I will give you, up to half my kingdom.”  
24 So she went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?”  
And she said, “The head of John the Baptist!”  
25 Immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me 
at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”  
26 And the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths and because of those who 
sat with him, he did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent an executioner and 
commanded his head to be brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison, 28 brought his 
head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his dis-
ciples heard of it, they came and took away his corpse and laid it in a tomb.” 
 
 
Persecutor #2: (22)______________________ 


